
Does Lafayette have much say
about a project outside of its

borders?  That was the question be-
fore the City Council on Nov. 10 re-
garding the 4.6 acre proposed project
on Boulevard Way in Saranap, an un-
incorporated area just east of
Lafayette.

      
Mayor Don Tatzin called

Lafayette “an interested party, but we
have no role in the decision making
process.”  Because the proposed de-
velopment by Lafayette-based Hall
Equities Group is dealing with Contra
Costa County for a general plan
amendment, rezoning, major subdivi-
sion and final development plans, the
City of Lafayette can only highlight
its many concerns to county planners.
So far, the county has ignored corre-
spondence.  

      
“Potentially significant impacts

on the City are anticipated,” noted a
staff report on the project.  Months
ago city staffers reviewed the Notice
of Preparation from the County Of-
fice of Conservation and Develop-
ment. Michael Cass, associate
planner, said that in staff’s opinion,
the county has neglected to study a
majority of issues, referring to items
brought up in the draft Environmental

Impact Report, finding “numerous
deficiencies” and “inaccurate conclu-
sions” in the report.  

      
According to the developer, the

project is designed to create a lively
village atmosphere embodying high-
quality architecture that increases the
walkability of the neighborhood, by
redeveloping underused sites to create
a neighborhood focal point that would
include shopping areas, a restaurant,
a grocery store, coffee shop, micro
bank, bar/nightclub and fitness club
along with condominiums for pur-
chase and apartments for rent.

      
It’s an ambitious plan, explained

Mark Hall, CEO of Hall Equities
Group at the recent city council meet-
ing. “We feel like we need a bold
project,” adding, “it’s an opportunity
to change the character of the neigh-
borhood for the better.”

      
Specifically, Saranap Village is a

mixed-use development, comprised
of up to 235 housing units, 30,000
square feet of retail and restaurant use,
and over 14,000 square feet for a bou-

tique, gym, and amenities for the pro-
ject’s residents – spread among four
buildings around the intersection of
Boulevard Way and Saranap Avenue,
near the interchange of Highways 24
and 680.  The developer also proposes
to narrow Boulevard Way from four
lanes to two and to provide substantial
improvements in the sidewalks and
streetscape.       

      
Members of the public, as always,

had comments to share about the proj-
ect.  A surprising number at the coun-
cil meeting were positive in nature.
David Dacus, president of the
Saranap Community Association,
sent out over 2,000 mailers; he esti-
mated that two-thirds of the com-
ments received were in support of the
development.  

      
Others were clearly against the

project. One Saranap resident referred
to the developer’s comment about
changing the character of the neigh-
borhood, stating she liked the existing
character as it currently is and called
the proposed project “ridiculous and

appalling.”  Several Lafayette resi-
dents expressed concern about the es-
timated 5,000 additional vehicle trips
per day, the construction time of
roughly one year that would drive
Saranap residents through Lafayette
streets, and the building heights. 

      
With a unanimous vote by the

City Council, a letter was sent out by
the mayor to the county’s Conserva-
tion and Development Department
stating that the draft EIR fails to ade-
quately study a number of impacts on
Lafayette spelled out over six pages –
a laundry list of deficiencies falling
into categories that include aesthetics,
population and housing, with over 20
items under the transportation and
traffic heading.

      
The public comment period for

the draft EIR ended Nov. 17.  There
is a public hearing on the merits of the
project slated for early 2015 with the
Contra Costa County Planning Com-
mission.  A copy of the draft EIR
can be viewed online at www.cc-
county.us/5195/Saranap-Village.

www.lamorindaweekly.com            925-377-0977Page: LAMORINDA WEEKLYA2 Wednesday, November 19, 2014

Lafayette Police
Department Incident
Summary Report,
Oct. 26-Nov. 8     
Alarms 58
911 Calls 15
Battery
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
      Hamlin Rd/Sweet Dr
Burglary, Residential
      1000 block Pine Ln
      3300 block Rossi St
Burglary, Auto
      10 block Westwind Rd
      20 block Reliez Valley Ct
      900 block Buchan Dr (2)
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl
Civil Problem
      1000 block 2nd St
Collision/Fire & Ambulance 3
Disturbance
      Mt Diablo Bl/Lafayette Cir
      Reliez Valley Rd/Silver Dell Rd
      1200 block Pleasant Hill Rd
DUI
      Mt Diablo Bl/Brown Av 
Hit & Run
      El Charro
      Mt Diablo Bl/Pleasant Hill Rd
      1000 block Brown Av
      800 block Mt View Dr (2) 
Health & Safety Violation
      3400 block Golden Gate Wy
      Acalanes High School
Petty Theft
      Golden Gate Wy/Mt Diablo Bl
      20 block Southhampton Pl
      500 block St Mary’s Rd
      900 block East St
      900 block Condit Ct
      3500 block Mt Diablo Bl (2)
      3300 block Mt Diablo Bl
      3300 block S Lucille Ln
      3200 block Marlene Dr
      4000 block Mario Wy
      3500 block Wildwood Ln
      Safeway
Grand Theft
      40 block Prado Wy

Loud Party
      900 block Reliez Station Rd
      3300 block Sweet Dr
      100 block Greenbank Dr
      Sweet Dr/Hamlin Rd
Missing Adult
      900 block Stow Ln
      3600 block Boyer Cr
Promiscuous Shooting
      10 block Del Rey Ct
      1700 block Reliez Valley Rd
      900 block Reliez Station Ln
Prowler
      100 block Diablo View Dr
Public Nuisance
      Moraga Rd/Mt Diablo Bl
      100 block Camellia Ln
      1000 block Windsor Dr
      Village Center/Mt Diablo Bl
Reckless Driving
      Burton Valley Elementary
      Rohrer Dr/St Mary’s Rd (2)
      Silverado Dr/Rohrer Dr
      Pleasant Hill Rd/Springhill Rd
      Reliez Valley/Echo Springs Rd
      Deer Hill Rd/Oak Hill Rd
Suspicious
      Circumstances 18
      Vehicle 10
      Subject 18
Traffic Stops 99
Vandalism
      10 block Toledo Dr
      900 block Carol Ln
      3900 block Los Arabis
      10 block Windsong Wy
      50 block Lafayette Cr
      Acalanes High School
Vehicle Theft
      900 block East St
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Opportunity knocks with this 4BR/2BA, 1956± sq. ft. home on a pancake flat .40± acre 
dream lot in the heart of the sought-after trail neighborhood!
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STILL #1 FOR A REASON 2008 THROUGH 2014
Lafayette’s Best

Realtor

Civic News

City Council
Monday, Nov. 24, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
 Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Planning Commission
Monday, Dec. 1, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Community Hall, 3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Design Review
Monday, Nov. 24, 7 p.m.
Lafayette Library & Learning Center,
Arts & Science Discovery Center,
3491 Mt. Diablo Blvd.

Check online for agendas, meeting
notes and announcements
City of Lafayette:
www.ci.lafayette.ca.us
Phone: (925) 284-1968
Chamber of Commerce:
www.lafayettechamber.org

Public Meetings

School Board Meetings
Acalanes Union High School District 
Wednesday, Nov. 19, 7:30 p.m.
AUHSD Board Room
1212 Pleasant Hill Road, Lafayette
www.acalanes.k12.ca.us
Lafayette School District 
Wednesday, Dec. 10, 7 p.m.
Regular Board Meeting
Stanley Library
3477 School St., Lafayette
www.lafsd.k12.ca.us

Proposed Saranap Village Project Concerns Lafayette
Residents
By Cathy Tyson

Saranap as it appears today.  Source: MBH Architects Saranap Village EIR 

This conceptual rendering shows what Saranap might look like in the future.

At This Time Of

my thoughts turn to you with warm appreciation...

Curious how your neighborhood is 

performing? Call me today... 

It would be my pleasure to walk you 

through the numbers.

me Of

ghts turn tttttttoooooo yyyyyyyyoou wwwiiiiiittttttthhhhh wwarm

Thanksgiving

Vicki Nakamura
Broker Associate
(925) 708-1915
VNakamura@EmpireRA.com
www.VickiNakamura.com

• Local expert with over 30 years experience
• Sales, Leases,  Exchanges, Investments, & Relocation

Gint Federas
Your Lamorinda Agent

26 year resident
License Number: 0I59742

www.4FARMERSINSURANCE.com
(925) 4-FARMERS

• Home
• Auto
• Life
• Business




